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My Lorp DUKE, 


f ee principles maintained in the 
following Difcourfe have of late 
become generally unfafhionable, and 
expofed the Author of it to fome little 
mifreprefentation even in this place; 
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he conceives them however to be 
founded in truth, or he would not have 
either thus publickly avowed them to 
the world, or infcribed them to your 
Grace; but have waited for fome 
other opportunity of teftifying the 
gratitude, with which he’ has the 
honour to be, | 


My Lorp, 
Your GRACE’S 


Much obliged Servant, 


Tue AUTHOR. 


Ree MM. xu. 3;: 4. 


RULERS ARE NOT A TERROR TO GOOD WORKS, 
BUT TO THE EVIL. WILT THOU THEN NOT 
BE AFRAID OF THE POWER? Do THAT 
WHICH IS GOOD, AND THOU SHALT HAVE 
PRAISE OF THE SAME: FOR HE IS THE 
MINISTER OF GOD TO THEE FOR GOOD.— 


ANKIND may be confidered as one 

_V.A great aggregate of equal and indepen- 

dent individuals, whom various natural and 
moral caufes have been contributing for above - 
four thoufand years to difperfe over the fur- 
face of the earth. That the earth has never 
yet, fince the univerfal deluge, been ftocked 
with a third part of the inhabitants it is able 
to fuftain, has been chiefly owing to the 
ravages of war, excited in oppofition to the 
principle of natural equality here advanced. 
For what elfe almoft is the hiftory of our 
Species, but the hiftory of its deftruction? 
it is blotted in every page with the blood of 
millions, who have either nobly fallen. in 
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afferting the great rights of nature again{t 
the encroachments and abufes of civil Society, 
or elfe of thofe who have ftupidly fuffered 
themfelves to be facrificed in fupporting that 
reproach to human nature, which derogates 
equally from the honour of thofe who fuffer 
it, and from the glory of thofe who ufe it, 
Defpotifm. 

Every individual of our Species is endowed 
with an aptnefs and ability of injuring every 
other with whom he has any intercourfe ; 
from hence is derived the expediency of form- 
ing civil Societies, that each individual may 
avail himfelf of the common ftrength in re- 
fifting private oppreffion ; but this expediency 
can never become a reafon, why a few men 
of like paffions with others, and no better 
than the reft of their kind, fhould be per- 
mitted in any age or country, to tyrannife 
over their fellows by nature, to lift up their 
hearts above their Brethren. (Deut. xvii. 20.) 
‘With refpect to the great bleflings of our 
being, God, as an impartial parent, has put 
us all upon a level; we are all fprung from 
the fame ftock, born into the world under the 
fame natural advantages, the earth nourifhes 
us all with the fame food, pours forth the 
fame general beverage for us all, defends us 
all from the intemperature of the feafons with 
the fame coverings, we all breathe the fame 
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air, enjoy the fame light, are warmed by the 
fame fun, refrefhed by the fame rains, re- 
cruited by the fame fleep. This equal diftri- 
bution of natural good, is accompanied with 
an equality of natural faculties, by which we 
are enabled to enjoy it. The utmoft period 
of human life, is much the fame to all the 
nations of the earth; intemperance every 
where fhortens this period; but temperance 
cannot generally lengthen it to a much greater 
extent in one climate, than in another; the 
inhabitants of the temperate Zones have in 
this point no advantage over the reft of their 
Species; they are not formed with bodies 
more lafting, or more exempt from external 
injury or internal decay, than their neighbours 
on each fide ; and as to the individuals in par- 
ticular climates, no one has either more fenfes, 
or the fame fenfes in greater perfection, than 
thoufands of his fellows. The fame equality 
is obfervable in our intellectual endowments; 
civil culture indeed puts a diftinction between 
individuals, which the ftate of nature is a 
ftranger to; but even this diftinction, great 
as it may feem in fome inftances, is in all 
greater in appearance than. in reality; the 
faculties of perceiving, retaining, difcerning ; 
of comparing, compounding, and abftracting 
our Ideas, are as quick and as extenfive in 
the loweft claffes of life, as in the higheft ; 
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the difference confifts, in their being exerted 
upon different objects. Some difparity, it is 
“true, with refpect to corporal ftrength and 
intellectual ability, may be obferved, when we 
compare together the moft perfect of our 
Species with the moft imperfect ; yet this dif- 
ference not only becomes lefs and lefs, as we 
increafe the numbers compared together; ceaf- 
ing entirely, when we take in the whole; but 
cannot, even where it does fubfift in the ex- 
tremeft degree, induce amongft free agents 
any natural dependence or inequality, any 
right to dominion on the one hand, or obliga- 
tion to fubjecétion on the other. 

The Analogy of nature leads us to the fame 
conclufion: Amongft the, various orders of 
~ Beings, which rife by imperceptible gradations 
from unanimated matter to Man, not one has 
yet been difcovered, in which the equality and 
independence of individuals is not preferved. 
We may obferve many whole ranks of crea- 
tures contributing at the expence of their own 
exiftence to the fupport of that of others ; 
but this general fubordination of different 
claffes, has no relation to the fubjection of 
~ one individual to another in the fame clafs. 
We may obferve moreover in fome particular 
clafles, many individuals uniting into a kind 
~ of community, feeding and fleeping in herds 
and flocks, aflembling themfelves together at 
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{tated times and in particular places, and 
making their migrations in large companies ; 
but this difpofition for Society, whether you 
afcribe it to the timidity, the affection, the 
mechanifm of their refpective natures; from 
whatever principle you derive it, certainly does 
not feem to proceed from the fuperiority of 
any one individual or of any number of in- 
dividuals over the reft. An inferiority of one 
Species of Beings to another, and an equality 
of individuals in the fame Species, are general 
Laws of nature, which pervade the whole 
Syftem. 

Nor has God, in the particular revelations 
of his will which he hath made, delivered any 
thing fubverfive of the conclufion here drawn 
from the contemplation of the general fyftem 
of nature which he hath formed. When he 
bleffed Noah and his fons, and faid unto 
them, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenifh the 
earth; his benediétion was general and equal 
to the Patriarch and his three fons, and in 
them, to their refpective pofterities, by whom 
the whole earth has been overfpread: and 
when he further faid, the fear of you, and the 
dread of you fhall be upon every beaft of the earth, 
and upon every fowl of the air, and upon all that 
moveth upon the earth, and upon ail the fifbes of 
the fea; into your hand are they delivered; he did 
not by this great charter, under which man 
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claims dominion over the other animals of 
the earth, give any one man dominion over 
another. 

The natural equality and independence of 
individuals here contended for, is not only the 
great fource, from which that part of the 
Syftem of natural law, which explains the 
duties of all men towards all in their indi- 
vidual capacity, and of all independent States 
towards each other in their collective capacity, 
is derived; but is alfo the fureft foundation of 
all juft reafoning concerning the origin and 
extent of civil Government in every part of 
the world. For, this principle being admitted, 
that, antecedent to all voluntary compact, 
every individual is equal to every other; it 
follows as an eafy confequence, that the juft 
fuperiority of any one man, or of any order 
and fucceflion of men in.any community, over 
the other members which compofe it, mutt 
fpring from their exprefs appointment and 
free confent; — that no one individual can 
have a right to give his confent for any other; 
nor any one generation of men, a right to 
eftablifh any form of Government, which 
their Children will not have an equal right to 
alter or abolifh as they think fit; — that as no 
individual can be compelled to give his con- 
fent to become a member of any civil com- 
munity, it may be doubted whether he can be 
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compelled to continue a member, unlefs in 
cafes of his delinquency againft the laws of 
nature, or againft fuch laws of Society as he 
himfelf has either explicitly aflented to or tacit- 
ly acquiefced in, or unlefs a perpetual conti- 
nuance in the community made part of the 
compact by which he entered into it; — that 
the Authority of the fupreme Magiftrate to 
reftrain natural liberty, and to difpofe of per- 
fonal. property, may be circumfcribed in its 
extent, defined in its quality, and limited in 
its duration, according to the mere good 
pleafure of thofe who entruft him with it; 
—that when a civil Governor violates the 
Conftitution of his country, or in other words, 
the compact made between himfelf and thofe 
who have condefcended to be governed by 
him, he forfeits all title to the diftinction, 
which his equals had for certain ends and 
purpofes thought proper to confer upon him; 
—that Kings are not to look upon their 
Kingdoms as private eftates, which they have 
an unconditional right to pofiefs ; nor to con- 
fider themfelves as fuperior to the laws, or 
their fubjects as flaves, who are to fall down, 
like the Idolaters of old, and worfhip the work 
of their own hands. 

Thefe and many other equally important 
truths concerning the nature of civil Autho- 
rity, were either not generally underftood, or 
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not generally received amongft us, till after 
the Revolution. The People and Parliament 
indeed, in the time of Charles the Firft, feem 
to have comprehended the great outlines of 
civil liberty ; but imagining, that it could not 
become complete, unlefs all men were reduced 
to the level of the {tate of nature, they over- 
turned the Conftitution; and by finally fub- 
mitting to the daring ufurpations of Crom- 
well, they brought the nation under a more 
debafing and deplorable Servitude, than ever 
it had experienced under the moft arbitrary of 
its princes. Thanks be to God, that as on this 
day we were freed from Republican Tyranny, 
and reftored to that form of Government, 
which juftly excites the envy of every modern 
nation, and which no ancient nation, in the 
opinion of the greateft Politician of Imperial 
Rome, ever enjoyed. The miferies which pre- 
ceded the Reftoration, the caufes which under 
God’s efpecial providence produced it, and the 
misfortunes which followed it, from its being 
accomplifhed without fubjecting the King to 
proper conditions, or from: fome inherent 
malady in the then Conftitution, are all too 
notorious to be enlarged upon before this 
aflembly. The misfortunes of that Family, 
terminated in the fafety of thefe Kingdoms ; 
but God forbid, we fhould infult the Afhes of 
the dead, or the diftrefles of the living, by a 
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minute inveftigation of their errors in Govern- 
ment; efpecially, as it is not probable, that 
the fubverfion of the Conftitution will ever 
again be attempted by the fame means which 
they ufed. There are in truth other means 
lefs obvious, but more dangerous, by which as 
arbitrary a Syftem of Government may in 
fome future period be eftablifhed amongft us, 
as already prevails in moft of the ftates of 
Europe: we hope and truft, this period is at 
a great diftance; but the following reflections 
will not fuffer us to entertain a doubt of the 
poflibility at leaft of its future exiftence. 

It is poflible then, that the very fmall part 
of the fubjects of this mighty empire, with 
which the right of electing a Reprefentation 
for the whole is at prefent lodged, may be- 
come fo corrupted and abandoned in their 
choice, as to elevate to that high diftinction 
men of arbitrary principles, or of flagitious 
lives and ftrangers to all principle, or of ruined 
fortunes and fitted for every fpecies of political 
proftitution ; —it is poffible, that a majority 
of fuch a Reprefentation may betray their 
truft, may facrifice their honour to their in- 
tereft, may become poor through Luxury, 
and profligate through poverty ; — it is pofli- 
ble, that a Syftem of reciprocal corruption 
may take place between a bad Minifter and 
fuch a venal Reprefentation, that he may 
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bribe them with the public money, and that 
they may profufely grant him the public 
money in order to fhare in the plunder of the 
people ; —it is poflible, that from an increafe 
of commerce and an extenfion of empire, the 
influence of the Crown may be fo far enlarg- 
ed, as to enable any Minifter to lay an undue 
Biafs upon the judgements of individuals in 
both Houfes of Parliament by diftributing 
amongft them either private penfions, or the 
lucrative employments of public truft; fear 
may compel fome, gratitude may induce others, 
if not to fupport, at leaft to acquiefce in mea- 
fures, which they do not approve; and an in- 
terefted expectation may operate generally to 
the fame end ; — it is poffible, that under fuch 
circumftances, the foundations of the Confti- 
tution may be gradually undermined, and the 
great fabric of civil liberty finally fubverted, 
by the very formality of law, and by the im- 
mediate agency of the very powers deftined to 
fupport it;—it is poflible, laftly, that the 
bulk of the people, miftaking the forms and 
fhadows of the Conftitution for its fubftance 
and reality, may not be fenfible of their dan- 
ger, till they are borne down to the earth 
under the preflure of Taxes; may not be 
roufed from their Lethargy, till they are fret- 
ted and galled by the Chains of Slavery; Then 
however at laft, we are perfuaded, they will 
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not degenerate from the blood of their An- 
ceftors, but with united hands and hearts drag 
forth to condign punifhment the moft pefti- 
lent of all Traytors, the traytors againft the 
Conftitution and the common Safety. 

Whenever this melancholy fcene fhall take 
place amongft us, that the legiflative and exe- 
cutive Authority fhall (though not in name 
and appearance, yet) in effect and reality be- 
come united in the fame perfon, (at the diftant 
profpect of which every friend of liberty muft 
fhudder with horror,) Government will not 
want men to fupport its pretenfions with the 
fhadow of reafoning. 

We grant you, they will fay, the Crown of 
England is limited in its operation by the laws 
of our Conftitution, as forcibly as the meaneft 
of its fubjects; for we abhor the doétrines of 
paflive obedience and divine right, as of 
foreign growth, and firft introduced amongft 
us by fome flavifh Divines in the reigns of 
James the Firft and his Succeflor ; we heartily 
reprobate fuch principles, as repugnant alike 
to reafon and revelation; we are not of thofe, 
who cannot diftinguifh between refiftance and 
rebellion ; for we vencrate the principles of 
the Revolution, and thinking that the -bond 
of union between a King of England and his 
people is then broken, when Government is 
adminiftered more by the fluctuating will of 
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_an Individual, than by the fettled laws of the 
community, we are of opinion that the people 
may confcientioufly refift the ufurpation of 
the Crown, even to the altering of the Suc- 
ceflion itfelf;-But what of this has happened 
now? Has the King by his regal Authority 
alone abrogated, changed, or fufpended any of 
your ancient laws? Has he exercifed his pre- 
rogative in a manner unprecedented, or 
ftretched its influence beyond the boundary 
claimed by his Anceftors and allowed by 
yours? Has he fcreened his favourite Mini- 
fters from public Juftice by hafty diffolutions 
of Parliament? Has he attempted to borrow 
money of~his Subjects, and imprifoned, or 
otherwife maltreated thofe who refufed to lend 
it? Has he levied any taxes which did not 
originate with, and were not impofed by your 
own: reprefentatives ? Has he raifed, or kept 
up a ftanding Army, without the confent of 
Parliament? Has he refufed to hear the peti- 
tions of his people, or conftrued the peti- 
tioners Libellers? Has he difplaced any con- 
{cientious Judges for not declaring that to be 
Law, which was merely arbitrary, or filled the 
Bench with the refufe of the Bar? Has he 
erected by his own fiat any new Judicatures, 
or changed the forms of proceeding in the 
old? In fhort, has he done any one public Act, 
which is not fanctified by the Laws of his 
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Country, which is not ftamped with the fig- 
nature of the whole Legiflature? Your An- 
ceftors, who effected the Revolution, as well 
as their Anceftors, who refifted Charles, own- 
ed it Rebellion to refift a King who governed 
by Law; and what has your King done, but 
execute the Laws enacted by your Anceftors, 
or by your felves? What have you to corn- 
plain of? The King, you fay, is but the chief 
Magiftrate of the nation — true — fuffer him 
however as that Magiftrate to execute the 
Laws according to the nature of his Office. 
His Authority, you contend, is limited by 
your wifdoms — allowed — but within what- 
ever narrow limits you may wifh to con- 
fine his executive Authority, the legiflative 
Authority of the State you muft grant to be 
univerfal in extent, fupreme in degree, irre- 
fiftible in operation ; you muft grant to the 
Government an unconditional fupremacy over 
every individual compofing the community 
fubject to its Jurifdiétion, or you will intro- 
duce into the bofom of Society that very 
hberty of a ftate of nature, which it was at 
firft inftituted to regulate and reftrain. — No, 
it might be anfwered; the power of every 
Legiflature upon earth, even of the moft un- 
corrupt and uninfluenced, is in its very nature 
fiduciary, and of confequence not omnipotent. 
It may crufh indeed with the weight of Go- 
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vernment every infurgent againft its fupre- 
macy, it may be deaf to the petitions of 
millions, and treat the judgment of a majority 
of its fubjects with contemptuous neglect ; 
but it cannot make virtue become vice, nor 
alter the relations of things. It ftands itfelf 
in acertain relation of infinite inferiority to 
the God of nature, whofe Laws, whether 
natural or revealed, it cannot tranfgrefs with- 
out impiety ;—it ftands in another relation 
of perfeét equality to every other independent 
ftate, whofe rights it cannot violate without 
- injuftice;—it ftands in another relation of 
conditional fuperiority to its own fubjects, 
whofe general interefts it cannot oppofe with- 
out Tyranny. For there may be a Tyranny 
of the whole Legiflature, as well as of one of 
its members; the Tyranny of a King confifts 
in making his will the Law, the Tyranny of 
a Legiflature confifts in making private intereft 
a main principle of public conduct, and the 
Law of courfe an inftrument of oppreffion to 
the people in general. A Legiflature may fre- 
quently err, and enact Laws injurious to the 
common weal; yet is not Tyranny to be 
wantonly imputed to it for fuch errors; no- 
thing lefs than a general defect in principle, 
proceeding from external influence, and pro- 
ducing a general corruption of its members, 
can entitle it to that Appellation. Of this 
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kind of Tyranny we have hitherto had no ex- 
ample in our Hiftory, for our Parliaments 
have hitherto protected us againft the ambi- 
tion of our Princes; and we truft, they ever 
will protect us: If however in the viciffitude 
of human things, the contrary fhould happen; 
—if the Nobility, forgetting the duty they 
owe the people in return for the rank and 
diftinétion they enjoy above the other mem- 
bers of the community, fhould ever abet the 
arbitrary defigns of the Crown; — if the Com- 
mons fhould become fo wholly felfifh and 
corrupt, as to be ready to fupport any Men 
and any Meafures;— if laftly, the King 
fhould be fo ignorant of his true intereft, or 
fo ill advifed, as to ufe fuch degenerate Parlia- 
ments as the tools of a Tyrannic Govern- 
ment ;—— then we have no doubt in afferting, 
that the people will have a full right to re- 
fume the reins of Government into their own 
hands, to lop off the rotten gangrened mem- 
bers, and to purge the corruptions of the body 
politic in any manner they fhall think moft 
meet. — But who fhall be the Judge, whether 
the Legiflature hath violated the ends of its 
eftablifhment, or not? Who? but thofe, by 
whofe Authority it was at firft ordained, and 
for whofe benefit it is {till maintained, the 
People; the People are not made to {well the 
dignity of a Legiflature, but the Legiflature is 
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every where eftablifhed to promote the in- 
tere{ts of the people. No one, it is to be hop- 
ed, will fo purpofely miftake my meaning, as 
to accufe me of erecting a few faCtious incen- 
diaries, the indebted difcontented dregs of a 
nation, nor even fuch interefted leaders of op- 
pofition, as make a trade of their abilities, into 
a tribunal, before whofe inquifition the Ma- 
jefty of the Legiflature ought to ftoop with 
reverence; Men of this ftamp ought to give 
no difturbance to any Government; to a good 
one they are contemptible, and to a bad one 
they are not formidable; for they can never 
acquire the general confidence of the people; 
and without that, every effort againit an efta- 
blifhed Government is, and ought to be, 
ruinous to thofe who make it: without that, 
Charles the Second had never been reftored to 
thefe Kingdoms, nor James the Second driven 
from them, ‘To the People then, I repeat it, 
is the Legiflature ultimately accountable for 
the execution of its truft. God forbid, that 
our Governors fhould at any time fo far neg- 
lect their duties, as to make it neceflary for 
the people to fit in judgment upon their con-, 
duct; for their verdict is ufually written with 
the fword, and regiftered in blood. 

Every onc knows the defolation, which 
over{pread tl; Land in the time of Charles 
the Firft; br. no one can tell, whether God 
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will be fo merciful to us, as to terminate fuch 
another war by fo favourable an Iffue, as that 
which we this day commemorate: and this 
fhould induce us all to deliberate and hefitate, 
to count the coft and weigh the expected 
benefit, before we, by word or deed, blow up 
into a flame to. confume the land, that fire 
of Civil difcord, which God, as a punifhment 
for our infidelity and immorality, has fuffered 

to be already kindled. = 
Thofe who entertain high notions of the 
omnipotency of Parliament, will fee no re- 
femblance between the caufes, which brought 
on the diflenfions then, and now; and will 
not therefore trouble themfelves with appre- 
henfions of a fimilar Cataftrophe; others will 
think, there is no difference except in this; 
that it was a part of the nation, which then 
refitted the King, becaufe he would have taken 
from them their property, without their con- 
fent given by themfelves or their reprefenta- 
tives; and now, it is a part of the empire, 
which refifts the Legiflature for the very fame 
reafon. The beginnings of ftrife were then 
trifling, the end devaftation and carnage, op- 
preflion of the People, ruin of the King, of 
the Nobility, and of the Conftitution. The 
beginning of our prefent difcords were trifling 
alfo, the progrefs is terrible, the end uncertain. 
This ftorm, which hath arifen in the Weftern 
s Con- 
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Continent, may be compared to the Cloud, 
which Elijah’s Servant faw rifing ut of the 
fea; at firft it was little, no bigger thana man’s 
hand, it was fcarce vifible acrofs the Atlantic 3 
and thofe who did fee it, too fcornfully faid in 
their hearts, can a drop difturb the repofe of 
the ocean? can a fpeck obfcure the fplendour 
of the fun? But how hath it fince thickened, 
and expanded itfelf, and darkened the face of 
Heayen!-how doth it now hang over our heads, 
ready to fall down in Torrents; which will 
gather as they go, and when fwollen with the 
blood of our Brethren, may become too mighty 
to-be-arrefted; or.diverted from their ruinous 
progrefs by any arm of flefh! “May the Lord 
God Almighty then, whofe judgments are af- 
furecly abroad in the Earth, by whom Kings 
reign, and Princes decree juftice, who maketh men 
to be of one mind, and fiilleth the mad tumults of 
the people, vouchfafe to extend his mercy to us, 
to interpofe, as in former times, his particular 
Providence in our behalf, and to influerite 
thereby the hearts of both King and. People 
to their mutual Intereft, Peace. 
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